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Integrity and Religion to be principally regarded, 
by ſuch as deſign others to Stations of publick Truſt. 
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AND THE 
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ON THE 


Anniverſary for the Election of 
COUNSELLORS for ſaid Province, 
May 26. 1736. 


By Edward Holyoke, M. A. 


Paſtor of a Church in Marblehead. 


Exod. xviii. 21, Moreover thou ſhalt provide out of all the People able 
© Men, ſuch as fear God, Men of Truth, and hating Coverouſneſs and 
place ſuch over them to be Rulers. e 
Magi ſtratu⸗ eligi aebent, primo, libere et incorrupte ſme Ambitu. Sccundo, 
Religioſe, i.e. Invecato prizs Dei nomine et veluti Deo conſulto, 
Magiſtratus debent eſſe Pij er Religioſi, Juſtitiæ et Sinceritatis amantes, 
Oſeres avaritia & Munerum, amantes Boni publici, Viri Fortitudine 
et Auimi conſtant ia predii, non wariis Affectilus ferantur ; ſed 
Virtutum omniam, imprimit autem Sobrietatis, Caſtitatis, heneſtæ que 
Converſationis Stadiofe, Bucan. Loe. Com. 49 de Magiſtraru. 
Pudet me et Mi ſeret, qui Horum mores cantabat mihi monuiſſe fruſtra. 
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In Council, May 27, 1736. 
Ordered, 


HAT Anthony Stoddard & Samuel 

Welles, Eſqrs; give the Thanks of 
this Board to the Rev. Mr. Edward 
Holyoke for his Sermon preach'd 
Teſterday, before the Great and Ge- 
neral Court or Aſſembly, and that 
they deſire of him a Copy thereof 
for the Preſs, 


Atteſt. Simon Froſt, Dep. Secr. 
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Elefion-Sermon 


— 1 gave to my Brother Hanani, and 
Hananiah the Ruler of the Palace, 
charge over Jeruſalem. : for he was 4 
faithful Man, & ſeared God above many. 


— N excellent Pattern and 

Of EIS Example this, (of Nebe- 
8 TN miah the princely Gover- 
ae nour of Judab) for the 
Imitation of ſuch as are 
iin Places of ſuperiour, 
=. Cy magiſtratical Rule and 
SQ, TIS power; and worthy to 
ede copied, by all Kings 
and Princes of the World, 
and all that in ſubordi- 
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2 An Election Sermon: 
mean their Welfare and Happineſs, or would them- 
ſelves ſit eaſy in the Places aſſigu d unto them; for 
that theſe excellent Qualities here mention d are 
equally ſerviceable to the Governours of the 
| World themſelves, and to all ſuch as are ſubject to 
N their Rule and Authority. 


The Words read give us an Account of the ap- 
8 of ſome to a Place of very conſiderable 

eight and Truſt, by Nehemiah, commiſſioned Go- 
| vernout over the returned Captives of Judal, by 
| Artaxerxes King of Perſia ; which Poſt he had ſolli- 
1 cited for, from a Zeal to the Church and People of 
| God; for being of the Stock of IJſrael, he fought 
| the Intereſt and Welfare of his own People with 
| all his Heart. 


| He had heard while he remained in Perſa, in the 
| execution of an Office of great Dignity in that 
| Court, (being Cup-bearer to the King) by his Bro- 
| ther Hanani, mentioned x Chap. 2. v. and one of 
theſe Perſons named in the Text; I ſay by him 
| he had heard, That, tho being return'd to their own 
| Land they had built the Temple in Jeruſalem accor- 
| ding to the Royal Mandates of both Cyrus & Darius; 
| yet that the Holy City lay ſtill in its Ruins, and 
the Temple unguarded, and the People therefore 
inſulted by their envious and inhoſpitable Adver- 
ſaries, who inhabited round about them: He there- 
fore immediately upon his entring the Gevern- 
ö ment, ſets about the great Work for which he was 
| | ſeat, namely, to rebuild the great City and fortify 
| it, to ſet up the Gates, the Barrs, and the Locks 
| thereof; that they might, without let or impedi- 
| ment, keep the divine Law, and be ſecure in the 
| Worſhip of the Temple of God ; that he might re- 
orm 
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form the great Abufes of the Sabbath they had been 
guilty of, in Buying and Selling on that Holy Day. 
And in this he was oblig' d to be very reſolute and 
ſevere, having the Nobles of Judab to contend 
with in the Affair, 13 Chap. 15. and onward : For 
this excellent Man well conſider d, That the up- 
holding the public Worſhip of God in its Purity, 
and according to the Law, and making a Reform 
of Vice and Immorality in the Capital ot the Coun» 
try, would have a mighty Influence upon alt the 
People, who all of them aſcended there, ſeveral 
Times in a Year, to attend the Temple Worſhip. 


In this Regard the Charge over Jeruſalem, which 
he is ſaid to conferr upon theſe Perſons mention d 
in the Text, was a very great Truſt, and if well diſ- 


charged, would have an happy Influence over the 
whole Land. 


This great Truſt he, commits to to Hanani bis 
Brother, & to Hananiab, diſtinguiſhed here by thePoſt 
he already held under him, and ſtiled the Ruler of the 
Palace. The Place of his Reſidence being juſtly ſtiled 
ſo, for that he lived like a royal Governour in 
great Splendor and Magnificence. 


Upon the Expiration of his Commiſſion, which 
was to continue but for a ſet Time, 2 Chap. 6. v. 
he prepares to return to give an Account to his 
Mafter of what he had done; and finds it neceſſary 
to appoint Governours over the City, which he 


had come on purpoſe to rebuild, fortify and re- 
form. | 
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Perſons mention d in our Text, and gives a very 
Reaſon for it, For be was a aithful Man, and 
aredGed above many. HE was, This Pronoun hath 
doubcleſs a Logical Reference to both the Perſons 
here mention'd ; but as it is ſingulat, fo can have a 


This Chatge, I ſay, he commits to theſe two 


| Grammatical Reference only to one of them, and this 


tis moſt likely was Hanani his Brother ; becauſe 
Hananiah the other, was before, one of his ſuperior 
Officers, a ſort of Steward of the Houſbold. Whereby 
he had doubtleſs had large Experience of his Faith- 
fulneſs and Integrity, and therefore could depend 
upon him in that Truſt, he now commits to him; 
beſides as he was a public Officer he muſt have ap- 
proved himſelf to others, and ſo had an eſtabliſhed 
Character in the City, and therefore there was no 
need to give a Reaſon, why he gives to ſuch a Man 
as he, this important Charge: But ſince Hanani 
the other, was his Brother, Kinſman or Relatiye, 
it was neceſſlary he ſhould give a good Reaſon why 
he committed ſo en a Truſt to him; leſt: he 
ſhould incurr a Suſpicion of Partiality to him, on 
account of his Relation, and therefore he ſays, He 


was A faithful Man, and feared God above many. 


Whence I make this incidental Note, That whew 
Thoſe who are in ſuperiour Place of Power commit any 


Poſt of conſiderable Truſt, to ſuch as are related to tbem, 
it is expedient (with reſpect to the Reputation of 


their own Juſtice and Impartiality) har ſuch ſhould 
bave thoſe Qualities that remarkably fit them for that 
Station. | | 


This Character then, as I ſaid before, muſt have 
a Logical or Rational Reference to both theſe Per- 
ſons mention d, and they were both of them faitb- 
el Men that feared God above many. 
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The Word here tranflated Fanful comes from 
a Root that ſignfies to Neuriſb or Nurſt up, and is 
"moſt commonly tranflated as in our Text, from 
the Faith and Truſt chat is put in choſe, who 
have the Care and Charge of an helpleſs Babe, who 
Cannot ſupport and defend it ſelf, nog to any ef- 
fect complain, of the wrong done unto it; who 
therefore ſhou'd always be ſuch as are true, Faith- 
ful and Steady to their Charge; and fuch he com- 
mitted the, Truſt of this City, who were Men of 
Integrity and Steddinels, as the Word is'alfo uſed, 
Exod. 17. 12. were it is faid that Moſe Hand were 


ſteady: When therefore this is given as 4 Charac- 


ter ot the Mind, it denotes a Man that is not 


variable, a Man not eafily turn'd from his Purpoſe; 
but of this 1 ſhall ſay more under the Doctrine. 


And as they were Men of Integrity, ſo they were 
Men of true Religion, for they feared Gd above many. 
Religion the whole of it, is frequently expreſs d in 
the Scripture by ſome one particular Grace or Act 


- of Religion, ſometimes by 74th is God, ſomerimes 


by the Love of God, ſo here it is expteſs'd by the 
Fear of God; and here the Character given is, That 


he feared God above many, that is, that they (for 1 


have (aid the Character belongs to both) not only 
made a Profeſſion of Religion, and lived ina ge- 
neral Practice of thoſe good Morals requited there- 
by, but from a full and thorough Knowledge of 
them; he look d upon them as Men of true inter- 
nal Religion and vital Piety From the Words 
then, as I have thus conſider d them, I propoſe for 
our Conſideration this Obſervation as appoſite to 
the Occaſion of this Day. 

That thoſe whoſe Province it is, to deſion others, to 
Stations of publick Truſt, ſhould bave a principal Regard 
to their Intezrtty and 1 

a | There 
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6 An Eleflion Sermon. 


There are it is true, other Qualities neceflary 
to ſuch as are inveſted with a public Character, as 
I ſhall ſay hereafter, but none that we ought to have 
ſuch a Regard to, as theſe; and therefore I-call 


theſe the principal... 


And tho” in the choice of this Subject, I vary 
from many of my Fathers and ſuperior Brechren, 
who (before me) have ſtood in this Desk upon the 
likeOccaſion,in that they have choſen to diſcourſe 
of the Apoſtacy of this People of God, and drop 
their Tears over their Immoralities, while they ur- 
ged all Orders of Men, both Civil and Sacred, to 
endeavour a Reformation of Manners, rather than 
to inſiſt upon any Subject, that had a direct Aſpect 
on the Affairs of the = and the. Duty of the E- 
lectors to have a peculiar Regard to the Qualities 
of ſuch, as are this Day to be conſtituted one Branch 
ct the Legiſlature. Yet the Reaſon (I know) has 
been, very much, becauſe they look d upon it as an 
Impropriety, and altogether in vain, to ſpeak of 
neceſlary Qualities, when the Perſons themſelves 
are already fix d upon, and (in Effect) choſen before 
this; and that gs without anyRegard to their 
Qualities, only that they are ſuch as will be ſure to 
anſwer that Party-Cauſe and Intereſt they are de- 
ſigned for. 


When then, thus reſolved, they come to hear the 
a) ng and Exhortations of the Houle of God, 
and here prerend to addreſs Heaven for their Di- 
rection in, and aBleſling upon, their Elections, that 
they may be proceeded in, with Love and Peace, 
with Freedom and Uprightneſs; which 1 take for 
granted to be the original Deſign of theſe Solem- 
nities; I ſay when they come, thus reſolved to car- 
ry their Point, whatſoever Animoſities, Heats 
and Contentions they kindle thereby. Or 
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An Election Sermon. 7 


Or when they negle the divine Worſhip this 
Day, in order to attend ſome ſelect Juncto, where 
(wichout a Tho't of God) they concert the whole 
Affair; it is no other than a bold Prævarication 
with God, and ſuch an impious Colluſion, as gives 
us a melancholy ProſpeR, and bids us fear that cd 
will rake away Wiſdom from the wiſe, Underſtanding 
from the aged, and lead Counſellors away ſpoiled. 


And tho' we pretend not to Inſpiration, yet we 
may very well apply to ſuch, that of the Prophet 
Jeremy, 42 Chap. 20. verſe, Te diſſembled in your 
Hearts, whin ye ſent me to theLord yourGod, ſaying pray 

us unto the Lord our God. and according to all that the 
Lord our God ſhall ſay, ſo declare unto us and we wil 
dit. 


If then I am not ſo ſanguine as to imagine to per- 
ſwade ſuch, as by theſe Practices do in Fact declare 
as they did, 44 Jer. 16, 17. As for the Word which 
thou baſt ſpoken unto us in theName of the Lord, e will 
nat hearken unto thee ; but we will certainly de whatſo- 
ever goeth out of our own Mouth. Yet ſurely all are 
not of this Character ; ſome I know there are that 
fear God, and greatly Reverence his Word, and wall 
therefore always think, Thoſe Qualities beſt fit a Man 
Fer a public Station, which that Word of Ged plainly di- 
redFs to: And as they have asked the divine Direc» 
tion this Day, ſo will act in theUprightneſs of their 
Hearts: But if not, yer that of God to hisProphet 
is my Warrant, and ſhall be my Direction to go en, 


3 Ezek. 11. Go get thee unto thy Peeple and [peak unto 


them, and tell them, Thus ſaith the Lord, whether they 
will hear, or whether they will furbear. And thus I pro- 
ceed to the Conſideration of the Obſervation I 
have already noted from the Words, That thoſe 
whoſe Province it is to deſign others to Stations of publick 

5 2 Truſt, 
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8. An Eleition: Sermon. | 


Truſs, ſhewld-bave a principal Regard to their Integrity 
and Religion. 


Herein are plainly contained theſe Propoſitions, 


I. Prop That it is the Province of (pane: to deſign 
others to Stations of public Truſt. 


IL Prop. That in this Deſi gnation, they ſhould 
have a principal Regard to their Integrity and Re- 
ion 


| I. Prop. That it is the Province of ſome to deſign - 
* 4 Stations of public * 


TSS 4% 


This Propoſition naturally offers itſelf to us in 
theſe two Parts, 


1. A public Scation.; is a place of T 4" Y 
2, It is the Province of ſome to Deſign others 
to thele Stations. \ 
I ſhall, ſpeak to theſe Heads and ſo to this Pro- 
poſſtion in bot brief and general Ch 
And, 
1. 4 public Station is a place of Truſt. 8 
And how great is that Truſt! It is true, This Truſt 
is greater or leſs, according to the Degree of the 
Importance of their leveral Stations; but all that 
is dear to a People, is in general Intruſted with 
thoſe who are in public Stations. 


Our Lives and our Intereſt, our civil Privileges 
and Immunities, and our Religion too, are all in- 
truſted in their Hands; [ome one or other of thele, 
[| every Man in a public Station. is in ſome Meaſure 
| intruſted with, whether he be in a civil or military 
i eſt. The 
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An Election Sermon. > 
The -militaryOfficer hath (eſpecially in the Time 
of War) the Care of our Lives and Intereſt too. 
- By his diligent Watch: and Guard it 1s, that God 
ſometimes draws a Line of Protection round about- 
us, and the Land of unwalled Villages is ſafe from 
Fear. | 
By his Conduct and Bravery it is, that God ſomes 
times gives. Conqueſt and Victory to his People, 
when they are of good Courage, and play the Men, for 
the Cities of their God. | | "Tis 


Again, He that in civil Regards is in a public 
Station, and that confider'd either as legiſlative or 
executive, hath the Care of our moſt valuable In- 
tereſts, committed to his Truſt. 

The peaceable and quiet Enjoyment of our In- 


tereſt, is intruſted with thoſe who are in executive 


Place of Power: Our civilPeace is put directly in- 
to their Charge, and much of our Religion is un- 
der their Guard and Protection. 

. To them is committed the Diſpenſation of that 
diſtributive Juſtice, ſo neceſſary to the Happi- 
neſs of any People: and with them it lies to puniſh 
the Breaches, that are from Time to Time made 
upon that commurative Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, 
lo neceſſary to their Trade and Commerce. 


Again, Such as are, in a legiſlativeConſideration, 
in a public Station, have an high Truſt committed 
to them; even our civil Liberties and Privileges, 
and the Cauſe of Religion too. It is theſe that 
prepare the civilSword which is put into the Hands 
ot the executive Officer, and give it Keenneſs and 
Terror, by the ſevere Sanctions of thoſe wholeſome 
Laws, which from Time to Time are enacted againſt 
Vice aud Immorality, A 

8 Theſe 


15 An Election Sermon. 
- "Theſe have ic greatly in their Power to eneque 
rage Religion and Vertue ; bw 

By placing ſtrong Guards about all our religious 
Enjoyments ; | ; 
By enacting ſuch Laws whereby the Worſhip of 
God may be promoted, and his holy Sabbaths more 
ferictly obſerved ; which alas! are highly neglected, 
tho the careful Obſervation of them are found to 
be che beſt Means of ſecuring the Religion of 2 
People. | 

By ſtrengthning the Hands and encouraging the 
Hearts of ſuch as are properly the Miniſters of Re- 
Iigion. 
Wich theſe it lies to take Care of the Means of 
Education; without which we ſhall foon become 
an ignorant and a barbarous People 

To make our Schools of Learning more effec- 
tually anſwer the Ends of their Inſtitution. 
To take Care of our College, that Seminary of 
Literature and Religion, the early founding of 
which was one of the greateſt Glories of our Fa- 
thers, and a Proof both of their great Wiſdom and 
Religion. 


Again, To theſe is committed the Care & Truft 


of our valuable, civil Liberties and Privileges ; 
and it is by their loyal and dutiful Behaviour that 
they are yet continued to us, as it is certainly in 
their Power, by a froward and uneaſy Carriage, by 
Stubborneſs and Contumacy, to betray them all; 
and intirely defeat all the Good that was ever de- 
ſign d us, by the Royal Indulgence in the valuable 
Charter, which we (by the Favour of God) yet en- 
joy. Thus have all choſe who have any Share in 
the Legillature, a great Truſt committed to them. 
But then, 
Our Commander in Chief hath all theſe valuable 
Intereſts of che People, committed to his Truſt. 
IR 
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As they lie divided among the ſeveral Officers 
in public Station, either in the military Order, or 
in the civil Power, either Legiſlative or Executive; 
ſo is the Truſt of them all united in him. 

The Lives and the Intereſt, the civil Liberties 
and Privileges, and the religious Concerns of this 
whole People, are all under his Care; and it greatly 
lies with him, as to advance, aſſiſt and encourage 
them all; ſo to diſhearten and diſcourage the At- 
tempts and Endeavours of the moſt zealous Patriot, 
for the promoting and ſtrengthniag theſe Intereſts 


of a People. 


Thus I have briefly conſider'd the great Truſt 
that is committed to ſuch as are in a | Poſt 
and Station: This is the Matter of Fa wt 

But then, | 

How came they poſſeſt of this Truſt, and wko 
hath commicted this Charge to them ? | 

I anſwer, He whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all. 8 Prov. 
15, 16. By me Kings Reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice, 
1 me Drlgons Rule, and Nobles,/ even all the Fudges of 
the Earth. | 


And as God hath done this ſometimes by a pe- 
culiar Deſignation to ſuch Station, by the Mouth 
of ſome inſpired Perſon, as in the Caſes of Saul and 
David, and ſome of the Kings of Iſrael : So is this 
generally in a providential Way and Manner, 


For as Rule and Government is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary in the World, and the Peace, Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of a People depend upon it; ſo is it neceſ- 
ſary to the ſecuring Religion and the Glory and 
Honour of God, and hence he claims it as hisPre- 
rogative, to appoint over the Children of Men, 
whomſoever he will, 

*.; And 
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And therefore What Truff is committed to ſuch, 
is committed to them by God ; they Govern and 
Mule for him, and he will expect an Account, and 
that a, ſevere one, from all Kings, Princes and Go- 
Fernours of the World, from all who have had theſe 
Trufts in avy Regard, commirted to them, how 
they have anſwered that Truſt, 


: Every Kind of Power then and Manner of Rule 


as they are very various) is of God ; and therefore 
Apoſtle tells us in that 13 Rom: beg. There i. 
no Power but of God, the Powers that be, are ortdaintd d 
God, Whoſoever, therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſſteth the 
2 Cod; and they that reſiſt ſhail receive 10 
ſerves Damnation. Whereby a dutiful and loyal 
Behaviour towards ſuch as are inPower, is ſecured, 
from a Conſideration. of the Ordination and Ap- 
pointment of God himſelf, by , whoſe Authority 
they act. And therefore (fairh the Apoſtle) Let 
500 Soul be ſubſet} to the higher Powers. a 


9 
- 
— 
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I mean not by theſe Texts, fo often abuſed td 
that Purpoſe, at all to Recommend the ſenfeleſs 
Doctrine of paſſive Obedience and Non-reſiſtence ; 
a Doctrine calculated for none, but a Nation o 
Slaves. IM a 


All Forms of Government originate from tlie 
People; that is, God in his Providence hath in- 
fluenced them; ſome to fix upon one Form of Go- 
vernment, and ſome upon another. 


While ſome reſerve the greateſt Part of thePower 
to themſelves, others inveſt ſome of the Nobles and 
great Families among them with that Truſt; while 
others chufe to ſabmit theniſelves to a Monarch, 
and delight in one ſupream Magiſtrate or Head 


oyer all the Eſtates of the Realm. As 
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As theſe Forms then have originated from the 
people, doubtleſs they may be changed Whenlocver 
the Body of them chooſe to make ſuch an Alteta- 
tion in their State. , | 
And therefore may they much more determine 
the Perſon and the Fami, which they choole 
ſhould Reign over them. . 

And this Principle lies in the Foundation of that 
wonderful REVOLUTION, che happy Effects cf 
which, we feel this Day in the auſpicious Reign of 
a great KINS, of the auguſt Houſe of HANO- 
VER; in which illuſtrious Family KING WILLIAM 
the Third, (of immortal Memory) took the wileſt 
Meaſures (and it was none of the leaſt Actions of 
that great Monarch) to cſtabliſh the Succeflion of 
the Britiſh Crown. OY 


And may the God who rules UNIVERSAL 
KING, ||: {peak concerning the Royal Houſe of bis Ser- 
want, for à great while to come; and continue One of 
that Proceſtant-Line ; to Lead, Guide and Rule 
thoſe reformed Nations, and defend them as the 
powerful Bulwark of the Proteſtant Intereſt, till 
the univerſal Reformation of the Church of Chriſt. 


This Truſt which God is committing unto 
Kings, and by them to all that are in Stations of 
Truſt ſubordinate to them; is to be uſed for God, 
and the Happineſs and Welfare of that People, a- 
mong whom they exerciſe their Authority. 


This ſhall ſuffice for the firſt Head under the firſt 
Propoſition, That a public Station is a place of Truſt. 


3 — ts. this * — 
— — 


I Sam. 7. 1g, 
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I proceed to ſay, MAC 
2. It is the Province of ſome to deſign others to theſt 
"Stations of public T1 ruſt, * ' ; 


For as the Body Natural as the Apoſtle ſpeaks J, 
is mot oneMember but many. So is it alſo in the Body 
Politic, And God hath ſer the Members every one in this 
Body (as well as the Body Natural) as it bath pleaſed 


im. 

And here it is, as in the Body Natural, ſome 
Members are more honourable & ſome are leſs fo : 
For as the Offices to be executed among a People 
are many & various, ſo is it neceſlary, there ſhould 
be various Orders and Degrees of Men, ſuperior 
and inferiour ; and it is the Province of thoie who 
are in ſuperior Station,” to appoint to Office, ſuch 
as are Interiour, & to act in ſubordination to them. 

So is it the Province of the King as ſupream, or 
becauſe he is the ſupream Magiſtrate, to appoint 
others roOthce ; and this is done in a variousMan- 
ner, either mediately by the Power, with which he 
hath before inveſted thoſe, who are near him and 

round about his Throne, or immediately and in a 
dice& Manner; ſo he delegates his Power and Au- 
thority to the Governours who are ſent by him, 

and ſet over any People, to repreſent among them 
his Perſon, and to execute in his ſtead, a great Part 
of the regal Power : To whom, when they are thus 
conſtituted by him, it belongs ro deſign others to 
Places of Truſt under them. | 


And according to the various Conſtitutions of 
ſeveral Governments, this Power is communicated 


to Others in a various Manner. 


1 — 


— 


+ 1 Cor. 12. 14. 
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And ſuch is the Power which the Ele&ors this 
Day ate inveſted with. by the Royal Charter, 
to chooſe one Part of our Legiſlature, and wit hthe 
approbation of His Majeſty's Repreſentat.ve, to de- 
ſgn them to a Place of very great Truft. 


And thus I ſhall leave the firſt Propoſition, Theft 
it is theProvince of ſome to deſign others to places of pubs 
lic Truſt. I proceed to the | 


II. Prop. That in this Deſignation they ſhould: have 8 
principal Regard to their Integrity and Religion, 


If thoſe who are in ſuch Authority anſwer their 
Duty, and rightly execute the Powers committed 
to them, then thoſe that are thus intruſted, muſt be 
fic for that their Truſt ; and therefore they who 
deſign them to thoſePlaces, ought to conſider their 
Qualities and Diſpoſitions, and therein their Abi- 
lity to diſcharge the Duties of that their Truſt. 


I fhall ſpeak to this Propoſition in chis Manner, 
. Shew what we are here to underſtand by Integrity. 
2. What we are to underſtand by Religion. 


\ 3. Prove the Propoſition, That Integrity. and Reli. 
tien ſhould be principally regarded, by 9 . — deſign o. 


| = 4#bers te Places of public Truſt. / 


I. I ſhall ſhew, bar we are bere to underſt and by 


Integrity. 


Here I ſhall ſpeak of this Quality, not ethically, 
er as a moral Vertue; becauſe I — preſently ſpeak 


er ic, as a Part of the Character of a Man of Reli- 


Cz gion, 
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gion, by which all thoſe Qualities that are deno- 
minated by ethical Writers, moral Virtues are in- 
tirely abſorp'd' and diſappear, as the feeble Light of 
tie Stars, when the Sun ariſeth ſnhining in his 
Strength iS xaos by 

So the dim Light of Nature is of little uſe to guide 
vs in our Way, when we have the more glorious 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, ſnining upon our 
Path. A L g 


Nut 1 ſhall conſider this as a natural Quality 
Natural, I mean, in Contradiction not to mor 
but acquired. © 


For as Men by theirRegard' to the Duties of the 

Religion of our Lord and Saviour, which they 
profels, may attain to a great Degree of this En- Þ 
dowment; fo the Diſpoſition thereto in ſome Men, 
may be ſuch, that it may be conſider d as Natural. 


By Integrity then I underſtand, That natural Turn 
ef the Mind, which diſpoſes'a Man to act ftradily and 
uniform in all his Conduct, with an honeſt Regard to 
She Ugrious Intereſts that are intruſted with him, whether 
5 P.ablic or Private, | 


. hs 
5 - 


* 


y 
It is true, as our Soares cofrupe, and intirely 4 
4 depray'd with Sin by the Fall, ſo rhere dwells in us | 


" wo good. Thing; and there are in us the Stamina or 
1 Elements of all Sin: But yet there is nothing more 
i eyident, than that we are not alike inclin'd to all, 
| but more to ſomeSins than others; fo are ſome Men 
1 much le's inclin'd to any Breach upon Truth and 
11-8 Uprightneis, than others. | .. = 
J And whether we can give a proper Reaſon for 
4 this, that ſhall ſatisfy us Philoſophically, or not, 
4 yet the Fa& is evident. | aa a 23 
t & And 
2 
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And it appears very much to be natural, both; 
becauſe we find this continu'd frequentlyfrom Fa- 
ther to Son: And his Father's Steadineſs and In- 
tegrity, or his Inſincerity and Turn to Cunning 
and Deſign, is plainly viſible in theSon that comes 
after him: And for that, we frequently ſee Men 
remarkable for this Quality, that not ol have no 
Religion, but that ſcarce pretend to any; yet are 
they ſuch as from this natural Caſt, we are very 
teady to truſt and confide in. | 


This then is a Turn of Mind that is very ſer- 
viceable in the World, and of itſelf recommends a 
Man greatly to our Liking and Eſteem: For tho 
this Quality will never ſerve a Man in ſpiritual 


Regards, ſaving, that ſuch an one is nearer the 


Kingdom of God than another; yet has it often 
done excellent Service in the ſecular Aﬀairs of the 
World, and in the civil Societies and Communi- 
ties of Men: Thus I ſhall cloſe this Head, What we- 
are here to underfland by Integrity. | | 


I proceed to ſay, 
II. What we are to underſtand by Religion. 


According to the Expreſſion of our Text then, 
we are lead to ſay in general, That the Man of Re- 


ligion is one that Fears God and keeps bis Command- 
ments.” | | 6 


As here is doubtleſs to be underſtood, one that 
makes a Profeſſion of Religion, and explicitly de- 
clares his R eſolution, for theService, Honour&Glory 
of his God, ſo hereby is not to be underſtood the ex- 
cernalk rofeſlor only, however exact &formal he = 
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be in this Reſpect; but the Man of true vital 
Religion; the Man who hath the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion at his Heart, as well as upon his Tongue: 


The Man that acts from a Principle of divine 
Grace in the Soul: He who is influenc d in all his 
Actions by the Views of another World; who ive- 
dis. Life in the World, by the Faith of the Son of Cod: 


Such an one as is not influenc'd in his Duty to 
God, (I mean in the external Profeſſion of Religion) 
nor in that to his private Nei bour, his Countiy or 
his People, by any little & ſiniſter Views of worldly 
Honour or Advantage: But can wait for the pro- 
mis d Reward of all his ſincere, tho' imperſect 
Actions, till after Death; 


Who infinitely prefers his Acceptance with God, 
and the bleſſed Euge ke Hopes for, from the great 
Judge of all; to all the vain popuiar Applaule, 
that can be given by Man: 


In a Word, He that makes the Word of God his 
Rule, by which he acts ſteadily and uniformly, ac- 
22 to the Dictates of a pure and upright Can» 

cience: 


This is the Man of Religion, whoſe Motives, 
Ends and Deſigns, in all his Actions, both in public 
and private Life, are great and noble, right & true. 


I prodeed,. | | 
III. To prove the Propoſition, That Integrity and 
Religien. ſhould be principally Regarded by thoſe that de- 
fign others ts Places 0 142 Truſt. 
And here, The Manner of the Expreſſion of this 
Propoſition implies, That there are other Qualities - 
requilite 
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requiſite to the proper Execution of ſuch Truſts, 
in felation to which, thele are the principal. 
And it is very true, There are other Qualities 
neceflary, beſides Honeſty and Religion; ſuch as 
a good nderſtanding, Knowledge and Wiſdom, - 


: For it is not every honeſt and religious Ma 1 
hath a Pretence to any one, much leſs to all o 
theſe. AOL 


And to have ſuch in Places of public Concern, 
who are weak & low in their natural or acquir 
Accompliſhments, tends to render the Government 
baſe and contemprible. 0413 a 


such then as are in public Stations, ought to be 
Men of a good Underſtanding, Knowledge and 
Wildom. | ; . 


I. They ſhould be Men of 4 good Underſtanding.” + 6 


Men of good intellectual Powers, that have a 
Capacity, when they apply themſelves to Buſineſs, 
to under ſtand the Duties of their Station; that ſo 
their Weakneſs may not be a Snate to them, while 
they are lead blindfold by others, and made the 


Tools of a Party, and become the Property of Men 


of Trick and Deſign. 


2. Such as are in public Stations ſhould be Men of 


| Knowledge. 


That is ſuch Knowledge as is proper to the Sta- 


tions which they ſuſtain : This therefore is various 


according to the Variety of public$tations in which 
Mcn are plac'd. H D x WY Y 
a Suck 


= An Kade Sm | 

Such then as are in ſuperior 77 1 Stations, 
mould be ſuch as were the Men of Iachar t, Men 
that bad Underſtanding of theTimes to know what Iſrat 
ought to do. er 213 7% 


Such ought therefore to be Men of politicalKnow- 
ledge ; knowing and underſtanding in the Laws 
of cherrPeople; and well acquainted with the Con- 
Kicution and Intereſts of that cixil Polity and Go- 
vernment, in which they act their Part. | 


Aud as the former Head reſpects the Faculty, ſo 
this doth the Application of that Faculty: And 
there arc many Men of good natural intellectual 
Powers, who from the Narrowneſs ot their Cir- 
cumſtances, and the neceſlary Diligence in the 
Buſineſs of their Callings, have no Time to ſpend 
in procuring that Knowledge, whereby they would 
otherwiſe be very fit for public, Offices & Stations, 
according to that of the Son of Sirach (|, The Wiſ- 
dom of A tearned 'Man\cometh by Opportunity of Leiſure, 
and be that bath little Buſineſs, ſhall become wiſe : But 
bow can be get Wiſdom that boldeth the Plough,and th at 


glorietb in the Coad, that driveth Oxen and is occupied q 


in their Labours, and whoſe Talk is of Bullocks. They 


tber Congregation, they ſhall not ſit on the. Fudges Seat, 
ner ander/tand the Sentence of Fudgment. 


4 


Again, Some thro' theic Idleneſs and Indolenc A 4 
ſuſfer a good Underſtanding to lic barren and un- 


cultivated. | 


| > | 4 
Se that a good Underſtanding only, doth no 


ſhall not be ſought for in public Counſel, nor fit high in I 


way quality a Man for ſuch Stations, unleſs it be 4 - 


E OO Cr CIT 
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inform'd and enlightned, with that Inſtruction and 
Knowledge, proper for the Station he is afiign d 
to. 

3. Such as are in public Stations, ſhould be Men of 
Wiſdom. ; 

This Head is very different from the former, for 
that, a Man may be endow!'d with great Treaſures 
of Knowledge, and yet be far from Wiſe & Prudent. 


Knowledge conſiſts in the Poſſeſſion cf a great 
Number of Ideas, and Wiſdom in the proper Appli- 
cation of them, to our ſeveral Needs and Purpoſes 
in Life: So that, Knowledge doth by no Means 
certainly imply Wiſdom ; And rhe greateſt Clerks are 
not always the wiſeſt Men. 


It is true, the Man'of Knowledge will ſhine in 
the beauties of Diſcourſe; and as moft Men are 
apt to judge ſuperficially, ſo will they be ready to 
imagine, that he that can ſpeak ſo finely, muſt alſo 
be a Man of equal Wiſdom : But it is very certain, 
That to Talk well and Act wiſely, are very different 
Talents; and oftentimes, do not meet in the lame 
Perſon (unleſs where the Genius is great and ſu- 
perior) : but frequently, the more remarkable he is 


f 3 tor the one, the leſs ſo is he tor the other. 


Wiſdom and Prudence then are very neceſſary 
for ſuch as are in public Stations; whereby they 
may | underſtand how to lead and govern the va- 


rious Inclinations & Tempers of Men, the various 
Parties they have to do with (for there will always 
be ſuch) and the various Intereſts which ſuch Par- 
ties purſue ;. ſo as to bring Good our of Evil, and 
advance, ſometimes, the Intereſt of the Public, by 


ſuch as mean nothing leſs. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Qualities, then, of Underſtanding, Know- 


ledge and Wiſdom, are all neceſſary to Stations of 


public Truſt ; and yet, theſe are not mention d in 
our Text: but, rather ſuch are ſought for as are 


Men of Integrity and Religion. 


And this for ſeveral Reaſons; 1. Becauſe there is 
wot ſo much need of urging the choice of Men of natural 
Powers; for that theſe Lualities are what Mew are ge- 
nerally apt to look firſt at: Often imagining, that the 
Capacity of doing Service, and the Power and 
Ability to anſwer all the demands of thePlace they 
ſuſtain, conſtitutes them fit and proper Perſons for 
that Station. 2. Becauſe ſuch is the Corruption of our 
Natures, that it is eaſier to find theſe that are fit for 4 


ublicStation, as to their natural Powers, than ſuch as are 


properly qualified by Morals. And then, Once more; SG 
Hecauſe a modcrate Degree of theſe natural Qualities, 4Y 


when they are well balaſted with Integrity and Religion, 
is much more likely to pracure the Welfare and Happineſs 
of aPeople,than the higheſt Degrees of theſt natural Powers, 
when they are without the Moral : And therefore are 
Integrity and Religion to be look'd upon as prin- 
Cipal Qualities in thoſe, who are deſign d to any 
Places of public Truft. Which Things are ſome 
Proot of the Pronofition. But I proceed to a more 
direct Proof of it in three Things. | 


I. The Examples we have in the Seriptures, ef the 
Care which the good Kings and Governeurs over the Peo- 
pe of God have taken in this Regard, are our Direction 

cre:n, 


As we are to yield a ſtriẽt Obedienee to the pro- 
per Precepts and Directions of the Word of God, 
ſo are the Examples which we have there record- 
ed, of holy Men, to haye à great Weight with 2 
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for as the Apoſtle tells us, f Whatſoever Things were 


written aforetime, were written for our Learning. And 
* That all theſe Things hapned to them for Enſamples, 
and are written for our Admonition. 

We find then, that thoſe that had the Character 
of good Rulers, have made this their Care, to pur 
ſuch in Places of Truſt, as were Men of Religion, 
and a ſtrict Regard to the Law of God. Such is 
the Example of Moſes, who was a King in Feſurun : 
For when he ſet Officers over the People, and gave 
them that Charge, x Deut. x. 15, and onward, And 
I took the Chief of your Tribes — and charged them at 
that Time, ſaying, hear the Cauſes between your Brethren, 
and judge righteou(ly ; ye ſhall-not reſpett Perſons, nor 
fear the Faces of Men, for the Fudgment is God's, It 
is hence ev ident, That thoſe who had this Charge, 
were ſuch. as he eſteemed Men of Integrity, and a 
ſtrict Regard to that Law of God which he put 
under their Adminiſtration. | 

So when the good King 'Fehoſhaphat appointed 
his Officers to public Truſt, he gave them that 
Charge, 2 Chron. 19, 6. — Tak: heed what ye do, 
for ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord; wherefore let 
theFear of theLord be upon you. This being his Charge 
then, we cannot imagine, but that he took the 
greateſt Care to commit this Truſt, to Men whom 
he could confide in, that they would anſwer the 
Charge ſo given them: EvenMen of Integrity and 
Religion. 

And ſuch is the Example we have in our Text 
of Nehemiah, the pious Governour of Judab, who 


regarded the Integrity and religious Fear of God, 
in theſe his Officers, before every other Qualifi- 


cation; eſteeming tbat a ſufficient Reaſon, why he 


1359 
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2. We are directed to this in the Word of God. 


Exod. 18. 21. Moreover, thou ſhalt provide out of all 
the People Such as fear God, Men ef Truth and 
hatingCovetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them, to beRulers 
of Thouſands, and Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, 
and Kulers of Tens. | 


It is true, This is the Advice of Jethro, Moſes's 
Father in Law, but ir muſt be look'd upon as the 
Direction of God, if we conſider what follows, 23 
v. If thou ſhalt ds this Thing and God command thee ſo. 
As then theGovernment of that People was a pro- 
per Theocracy ; ſo we are not to imagine, that Moſes 
would make ſuch a conſiderable Alteration in it, 
without the divine Direction: And therefore as he 
followed this Advice, we are to conſider it, as the 
Direction and Approbation of God himlelt. 


We ſee here, that this Direction to Men of Up- 
rightneſis and Religion is given with reſpect to 
ſome of the loweſt Officers, even to the Rulers o- 
ver Tens, that they ſhou'd be Men fearing God and 
hating Covetouſneſi. How much more then are theſe 
Qual ties neceſlary to the ſuperior Officers, and 
ſuch as Rule over the Thouſands of 1/rael, 


And therefore have we a particular Direction 
given by God to Moſes, as to the ſupream Magt- 
itrate, that he ſhould be a Man that regarded the 
divine Law, in all his Rule and Government over 
the People. Deut. 17. 18, 19. And when thou ſhalt 


ſet a Rig over thee, when he ſitteth upon the Throne of 


bis Kingdom,he ſhall write him a Copy of this Law ; and 
he ſhall read therein, that be may learn to fear the Lord his 
God, and keep theſe Statutes and do them, that be turn 
not aſide from the Commandment,to ſbe right Hand or to 


the Left. 3 Thas 
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3. That ſuch ſhould be deſign d to Places of pablie Traſt 
is evident, becauſe it is only ſuch as are ſo qualified, will 
anſwer the Truſt repoſed in them. 


— 


When ſuch as are thus intruſted anſwer not to 
the Importance of their Truſt, it is always a Re- 
flection upon their Conſtituents, and intimates a 
Deficiency of their Wiſdom. 


As the ultimate and general End of all the Ae- 
tions of Men, and ſo of Government, ought to be 
the Glory of the divine Being, ſo the next & more 
immediate End, is the Happineſs of the People. 


This then ought to be the next and immedi- 
ate - Purpoſe of ſuch as are in Place of ſuperior 
Power, and have the Authority of deſigning others 
to Places of publicTruſt. And as it is a principal 
Part of Wiſdom to purſue any End which we pro- 
pole to our (elves, in that Manner that ſhall beſt 
and moſt certainly attain it; ſo it is certainly the 


moſt egregious Folly, to defeat by any of our Ac- 


tions, that very End, which by ſuch Actions we 
profeſs to endeayour after : And this (by the way) 
Is the Realon, why all Sin 1s Folly. 


Now it will doubtleſs be univerſally allowed, that 
they that are in ſuperiorPlaces of Power, ſuch as are 
to give Authority and Power to others, ought ro 
act wiſely : Which, if they deſign the Intereſt and 
Weltare of a People, they do not, when they diſ- 
poſe of the Offices of public Truſt to ſuch as are 
not Men of Integrity and Religion; becauſe ſuch 
as have no claim to theſe Characters, will by no 
means anſwer the Truſt repoſed in them, by ſuch 
Conſtitution and Appointment; for that ſuch are 
evidently deficient in thoſe valuable Endowments, 
| i j WI. ich 
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which are always neceſſary to the Weal and Prof. 
perity of ſuch as they govern, ? pat 


But as Religion graſps in it all thoſe excellent 
Virtues, both perſonal and ſocial, that tend to pro- 
cure and eſtabliſh the Privileges, the Intereſt, and 

he Religion of any People; ſe he that deſerves 
uch a Character, muſt, generally ſpeaking, be the 
fitteſt Perſon of all others, to have theſe arduous 
Affairs committed to his Truſt. * 


I ſhall therefore here conſider ſeveral of thoſe 
truly noble Qualities, productive of the public 
Weal, which are the genuine Effect of Religion: 
And which therefore it binds a Man to act accor- 
ding to, whatſoever publicCharadter he is inveſted 
wath. 

And they are ſuch as theſe, r. Integrity and 
Uprightneſs. 2. Courage & Fortitude. z. Large- 
neſs of Heart productive of a public Spirit. 4. Juſ- 
tice and Righteouſneſs. 5. Liberality, in Oppo- 
ſition to Avarice or a ſordid View to a Man's own 
private Intereſt. = +1 Ji 


I. Integrity and Uprigbtneſi is a Quality neceſſary to 
« Man in public Station, which is the genuine Effect of 
Religion. | 


I before conſider'd Integrity as it is a Diſpoſition 
of the Mind, which is more natural to ſome than 
others. I now conſider it as it is a divine Vertue. 
And fo, | 

It is that Habit of the Soul, whereby a Man is always 
inclin d to af agreably to bis Conſcience with every Man: 
(For I here conſider thisHead, only as it has regard 
to our Actions toward Man) And ſo will he that is 
a Man of Integrity, act in Truth andsincerity 

a 
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all with whom he hath to do. He is in this reſpect 
* Ifſraelite indeed in whom there is no Guile. As 
he will not only, not lie to his Nei'bour by the 


Word of his Mouth; ſo neither will he by any of 


his Actions; for we may as well do ſo by the lat- 
ter as the former : As fach an one 1s a Man of no 
Artifice or Diſſimulation, fo will he not delight in 
any ambiguous Manner of Expreſſion, whereby he 
may afterwards flatter himſelf, he is clear from any 
Obligation, which yet he knows his Nei bour tho't 
he had, by ſuch Expreſſions, laid upon himſelf. 


Such an one ſpeaks what he means, and his Werds 


truly diſelofe the Intent of his Heart: And he ho- 
neſtly Deligns to act according to his Word, and 
always doth ſo, unleſs unavoidably prevented. And 
it is not any Diſadvantage which will accrue to 
him by his Faithfulneſs, that will make him forfeit 


his Integrity ; + For ſuch « Man ſweareth to bis Hurt 


and changeth not. 

Now this, I fay, is an Habit of the Soul: He is 
honeſt and upright, not in this particular Affair, and 
at ſuch a particular Time, or with reſpect to ſuch 
particular Perſons, bur he is ſo, as he hath always 
a conſcientious Regard to his Actions. 


And this Virtue or Grace is the genuine Fruit 


and Effect of Religion, as it is analogous to one 


* 


of the Perfections of God, whoſe Image it is the 


End and Deſign of Religion, to reſtore to theSoul ; 


and therefore it demands this Quality of us, accor- 
ding to one of the Precepts of that divine Law, 
$ which the religious Man profeſſes to be the Rule 
of his Life, and that he is under the higheſt Obli- 
Bations to be obedient unto. ; 


John 1. 47. + Pſalms 15. 4. 
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And when he that hath that natural-Turn ts 
Truth and Integrity, as we have before conſider'd 
it, hath alſo his Heart ſanctify d by Religion, What 
a Firmneſs doth it give to this noble Diſpoſition of 
the Mind; And it appears in all his Actions, and 
it is impoſſible to warp him from his Duty to God, 
and the Truſt that is repoſed in him; and he ſaith 
with Job, Till I die I will not remove mine Integrity 
from me: my Righteouſneſs I hold faſt and will not let 
it go, my Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live. 


The Man of true Integrity acts always under a 
Senſe of his Duty to God, for that he can never 
hope otherwile to dwell in his Preſence, according; 
to that of the Fſalmiſt, 5. 12. Who ſhall dwell in thine 
boly Hill, he that walketh Uprightly and worketh Righ- 
teouſneſs, that [peaketh the Truth in his Heart. 


And it is this Motive and Principle of the Ac- 
tion that diſtinguiſhes Integrity from that unami- 
able Vice of Ob#inacy, which very much Troubles 
any Community, where the Leaders of it, pretend 


to Steadineſs of Truth and Virtue under that Diſ- 


guiſe : For as Obſtinacy is a bigotted Reſolution to abide 


fil by any Determination whatſoever, once made; ſo 


y this Stiffneſs, which hath the Face of a proper 
Conſtancy, it often mimicks Integrity. For as the 
World, which ſeldom judges wiſely of Things, ge- 
nerally account of a Man's Integrity, according to 
the Steadineſs of his Action, (tho this of it ſelf is 


no Virtue, only as it is apply'd and dire&ed,) fo are 


they apt oftentimes to miſtake Obſtinacy for Up- 


rightnels ; tho' they very widely difter from one 


another, 


. 


Job 27. 5, 6. 
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For, | 
The Man of Truth and Sincerity acts ſteadily, 


becauſe what he doth he is ſatisfied is juſt & right, 
and his Duty; according to the Character he 


ſuſtains. But | 
The Man &f Obſtinacy acts ſteadily, becauſe he, 


vainly delights in the Character that is given him, 
as not apt to Turn or Change. And tho he forfeit 
any of his Intereſt, by this his Stiffneſs, which is 
very likely to fix his Character for Truth and Sin- 
cerity : yet if he be not, in other Regards, a Man 
of uniform Virtue, it only ſhews, that he is leis co- 
vetous, than he is proud; and that from the Enor- 


mity of this Vice, and the violent Attachment to 


his own Will, he had rather kimſelf ſuffer, and make 
every one elſe, Who has had any Dependance upon 
him, ſuffer with him, than make any Abatement of 
his Stubbornneſs & Pertinacity. Whereas the moſt 
upright Perſon and ſteady too, to Truth and Vir- 
tue, if he be a Man of any Modeſty, as he will alter 
as often as he receives good Reaſon for it; jo will 
he open his Eyes to receive Light, and be ready to 
hear the Reaſons that are given to perſwade him to 
change; tho he always acts ſteadily and uprightly 
according to his preſent View of Things. 

So that he is one that may be depended upon,and 
Men put an intire Truſt and Confidence in ſuch a 
Man, which is an unſpeakableAdvantage in all the 
Affairs of Life. 


2. Courage is Quality neceſſary to him who is in 4 


Place of public Truſt, which is the genuine Effect of Re- 


ig ion. 


The Man of Religion is ſuch an one as he in 
our Text, be fears God, and for that Reaſon he doth 
pot fear Man ; He is one of thoſe, who nath takes 

: | | thac 
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that Advice of our Lord, * Be not afraid of them 
that kill the Body, but fear bim,wko, after he hath killed, 


bath Power to 6aſt both Body and you! into Hell, The 


truly religious Man doth all his Actions as to God, 
that is, as in his Preſence, and for his Glory and 
Honour; and ſuch an one is ready to tuffer in the 
Cauſe of God, or when his Conſcience tells him it 
is his Duty. 

And chus Religion influences a fearleſs Beha- 
viour in all Stations of public Life. 


- This gives Life and Spirit to the Soldier, when 
Thuuſands fall at his Side, and ten Thouſand at his right 
Hand. | 

Religion fixes the Courage and Reſolution of 
the exccutiveOfficer in civil Power, when he cauſes 
the Sword of Juſtice to fall with irreſiſtable Force 
upon the Head of the guilty Criminal. 


From hence proceeds Firmneſs and Stability, in 


all public Counſels and Debates: and the Patriot, 


it he be a Man of true Religion, always ſpeaks his 
Mind freely, regardleſs whom it will offend, when 


he thereby keeps a good Confcience, for in this 


Cale, as much as in any, is that of the wile Man 


true, Prov. 29. 25. The Fear of Man bringeth a Snare, 


but be that rruſteth in the Lord, ſhall be ſafe. 


He that relies upon the Protection of God, ſhall 
be ſafe from the Deſigns and Reſentments of all 
ſuch as he offends, when thus he doth his Duty. 


For ſuch an one ſaith with the Plalmiſt, F In Gad' 


bave I put my Truſt, I will nat fear what Man can do 
unto me. | 


* 
— 


* Luke 12. 4, 5. + Plalm 36, 11, 


3. Largeneſs 
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A. ei of Heart is anotber of tboſe Qualit ice, 
which is the genuine Eſfedt of Religion, and neceſſary to 


ſuch are in public Stations. | 
: As it is the Tendency of Religion to dilate the 


Soul, ſo it is the End and Deſign, the Beauty and 
Excellency of it, to releaſe the Mind from that nar- 


row, contracted State whichꝭin hath ſhrunk it into. 


True Religion diveſts a Man of Self, and gives 
him a generous and extended Concern for all that 
are round about him. For this is a natural Effect 
of truel oye to outNei'bour, that is the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mark of genuine Chriſtianity : For that our 
Lordje usChriſt hath given it as an infallible Token 
whereby all the World might know his Diſciples, 
* Hereby ſhall: all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, 
if ye Love one another.” © 


This Love, as it is an active Principle, ſo it doth 
not centre in it ſelf. If Charity begins at Home, 
yet it does not end there: But the Man endowed 


- with thisGrace is always active in doing good to o- 


thers, when he hath an Opportunity: Lea He re- 
joices to lee all that are round him, in Proſperity; 
nor envies his Nei bour, when he riſes above him- 
ſelf. He abhors thoſe Actions which we juſtly 
call mean and little, as what are as truly forbidden 
by theLaw of Chriſt, as any of thoſe Actions which 
we are more ready to ſtile ſinful & . immoral : For 
Actions that are little and mean, are a direct Con- 
tradiction to Chriſtianity; which more than any 
other Religion, more than any one Set of Princi- 
ples whatſoe ver, tends to enlarge the Heart, and 
influence to great and excellent Actions: And it is 


a tr 


a 


* John 13. 35. 
John 23. 35. — 9 


E 
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certain that he that hath a narrow, ſelfiſh and lit - 


= 
* 


tle Soul, can never be a Chriſtian. 


When, then, the Man in public Station is a Man 
of Religion too, he will diſdain to act from any lit- 
tle and uniſter Views : They are no Temptation to 
him ; but he endeavours to anſwer the Duties- of 
that Station, let the Event and Iſlue of ſuch his Ac- 
tions be whar it will. 


And tho his Honour, Repute and Eſteem with 
Men be dear to him, yet when they come in Com- 
petition with the Honour of God, and the Peace of 
hs own Conſcience, they appear to him, as indeed 
they are, Things of little Value. | 


And if by his acting in a generous, open and diſ- 
intereſted Manner, he pleaſes neither Party, becauſe 
he has not ferwarded according to their Hopes 
their little and private Deſigns; yer a conſciouſ- 
neſs that he has acted according to theObligations 
of that Religion which he proteſles, is ſuch a Satis- 
faction to his Mind, that he is little affected with 
the Reſentments which ſuch his true and generous 
Behaviour may have raiſed againſt him. 


This Magnanimity and Expanſion of Heart, as it 
is necellary to Men in public Station, ſo is it the 
genuine Effect of true Religion; for hence it is that 
we lometimes {ce the Man of mean Extraction, and 
of the courier Imployments of low Lite, by true 
Religion attain to that greatneſs of Mind, that is 
often found wanting in ſueh as are the Sons of 
Nobles, and have had the moſt open and generous 
Education So neceflarily does Religion enlarge 
the Soul; according to a of the Ptalmiſt, Pal. 
119. 32 I will run the Way of thy Commandments when 
thou ſhalt enlarge my Heart: 414 4 Tuſtin 
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4. Fuſtice and Righteouſneſy is anot ber neceſſary Qus- 
Iification of the Man in public Station, which is the ge- 
nuine Fruit of Religion. 2 N 
This Quality, I ſay, is neceſlary to him that is 
made, ary way, a Ruler over Men; according to 
that, 2 Sam. 23. 3. He that ruleth over Men muſt be 


iu. Hence Fob ſays, when ſpeaking of himſelf in 


his judiciary Quality, * I put on Righteouſneſs, and it 
clothed me: my fudgment was as aRobe and a Diadim. 
It cover d him all over as a Garment ; it was his 
Glory and Beauty, and gaye a Luſtre as the Jewels 
of a roy al Diadem. 


This is perpetually found where there is true Re- 
ligion, for it is always aPart of the Baſis of it : And 
that Man s Religion is bottom'd upon the Sand, 
that hath not this divine Virtue in the Foundation 
of it. 


Thoſe Virtues which the Heathen call'd Moral, 
and in which lay their higheſt Attainments, our 
blefled Saviour hath made a Part of the Chriftian's 
Duty, by the Precepts of the Goſpel : But then, they 
are but a low Part of it, and but the 3 At- 
tainments of a Chriſtian: But however, abſolutely 


necellary to Chriſtianity, and he can never be a 
Chriſtian that wants them. 


So that whatever neceſſity there is, of Juſtice and 
Righteoutnels in public Life, the Man of Religion 
will certainly be poſſeſs d of theſe Qualities : And 
we may depend upon a rigorous Impartiality in 
the Execution of every Office he ſuſtains. 


* 
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F. Liberality 
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F. Liberality, in Oppoſition to Avarice, er 4 ſordid. 


View to a Man s own Intereſt, is another genuine Effect 
of Religion, neceſſary to Men in public Station. | 


He who wants this. Vertue, or which is all one, 
he that is properly a covetous Man, whole Affec- 
tions are wrap d in worldly Gain, cannot be a Man 


of true Religion; for the Love of God (in which 


conſiſts the Eſlence of Religion) can never dwell 
in ſuch a Soul. | 


For if it be true as our Lord tells us, He that 
loveth Father or Mother more than me, is. nut worthy. of, 
me. How much more is it true of him that pre 
fers his Money to God! Is it poſſible that God 
ſhould dwell in that Heart, where he ſees ſuch an 
Idol in the higheſtSeat of the Affections? No; but 
it is 1mpoflibie ſuch an one ſhould have any Love 
to God. Such a Soul knows no Fervours of Devo- 
tion, they are Strangers to his Heart. He has no 
Aſpirators after ſegtet Communion with any God 
but Mammon. The Thocts of the pure and holy 
converſe of the heavenly World, give him no De- 
Ught; neither if he were there could he take the 
leaſt Satisfaction, unleſs he finds the Apoſtle's my+ 
ſtical Deſcripuon of that Place, literally true, || That 
phe Streets of it are of pure Gold. | 


The Man of true Religion then, will be juſt his 
Reverſe; who as he has the higheſt Regards to the 
{piricual Entertainments of Heaven, which are the 
Riches of Righteouſneſs, ſo will haye but a mean 
Opinion of thoſe of this preſent Life ; and as he 
is not anxiouſly careful for theſe Things, ſo will he 
never make any Breach upon his Conſcience, for 


— 


„Matth. 10. 37. || Rey. 21. 21. 


the 
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the ſake of obtaining them; but abhors the Tho't 
of diſhoneſt Gain. | 


This Quality then is abſolutely neceflary to him 
who hath the public Intereſt of a People, any way 
at his diſpoſe, leaſt he convert it to his own prt- 
vate Advantage. For as ſuch an one always ſtands 
ready to queze himſelt into any Station, whereby 
he may get ſomething, if it be but a little; fo every 
ſuchStation he will make the moſt of, whatever the 
Public ſuffers thereby. 

£ 


So that by this immoderate Deſire of Gain, and 
ſordid Love of the World, he not only 4 froys bis 
own Soul inPerdition, but is allo the Ruin of the pub- 
lic Intereſt ; when by Bribery and Oppreflion he 
makes a Breach upon bis Oarh. and the Vow he is 
under, to an impartial Adminiſtration of the Truſt 
repoſed in him. 80 


He then that is mean and avaritious in his De- 
ſires of Wealth, is leaſt of all fit for a public Station, 
*. For, for 4 Piece of Bread uch a Man will tranſgreſi. 
And let ſuch an one pretend never ſo much to for- 
ward the Welfare of his People, by a prudent Ma- 
nagement of their Treaſury, whereby, cho he re- 
commend himſelf to their Approbation, as a care- 

ful Steward; yer how often doth he thereby ha- 
- zard thoſe Intereſts and Privileges of a People, that 
are infinitely more yaluable than the triffling Pro- 
portion of their Taxes & Eſtates, which he means 
co ſave. by his ill tim'd and pretended Thrifc and 
Frugality ? He then that is more ſav ing of the Pub- 
lic Monies, than he is tender of the Privileges of 
a People, never can deſerve that honourable Title 


— 
_ 


* Proy. 28. 21, 


of 
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of, A Father to his Country, for « parſimonious ani 
niggardly Patriot, will always be a Centradiction. 


And thus I have conſider'd ſome of thoſe excel- 


lent Qualicies, which are always neceſlary to ſuch 
as have a public Truſt committed to them, as the 
22 Fruits and Effects ot Religion. And ſol 

ave proved that ſuch are the fitteſt of all others 
for the diſcharge of the Duties of a public Station. 
Hence the Propoſition is evident, That ſuch as de- 
Au others to Stations of public Truſt, ſhould have a prin- 
cipal Regard to their Integrity and Religion. And thus 
I proceed to the 278 


APPLICATION. 


And here tho 1 might mention many Things 
that naturally ariſe from what | have ſaid, yet as the 


Time would fail me, I ſhall content my ſelf with 


theſe that follow, | 
. fa public Station be a Place of Truſt, then 


we learn, Thet all ſuch ſhould be the Subjetts of our 


Prayers is God. en 


4 


. — * | 
Every Man who is in a public Station, hath ſome 
raluableIntereſt of hisPcoplc, in ſome Degree, com- 


mitted to his Care, by the neglect of which. the Pub- 
lic will ſuffer more or leſs, according to the Im- 
- portance of that Intereſt. | 


As every Man then, ſhould be concern'd for the 
public Welfare, ſo ſhould he preſent ſuch in Prayer 
to God; for his Aſſiſtance & Direction with them, 
in all their Endeavours to advance ſuch public In- 
tereſts: Hence we have that Direction of che A- 
fe 5 | poſtlo 
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polite to Timothy, * I exhort therefore, thaf® Supplica= 
rions, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made 
er Kings, and for all that are in Authority; that 
we may lead a quict and peaceable Life in l Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. And we are to pray to God, becauſe 
they are his Officers, ſuch as he in his Providence 
hath ſet up; and therefore are we to apply to him 
to make them his Miniſters to us for goed. We are 
allo to give Thanks to God for ſuch, when our In- 
tereſts, in general, flouriſh under their Adminiſtra- 
tions: And when this is the Cafe, it proceeds from 
a murmuring Spirit and Diſpoſition in à People, 
and is a Proot of an unthankful and ungratetul 
Heart toward God, if, becauſe every individual 
Affair doth not proceed aceording to their parti- 
cular, and, perhaps, narrow Tho'rs of Things, they 
ſhall endeavour to form Parties, and ſtir up Mur- 
murs and Complaints; thereby greatly diſturbing 
the public Eaſe & Quiet, and ruffling the Smooth- 
neſs of the Adminiſtration. 


2. From what we have heard of the Ttuſt that is 
committed to thoſe, who are in public Station, we 
may argue, That ſuch ſhould, in the moſt ſeribus and ſo- 
lemn Manner, conſider how they diſcharge the Truſt com- 
mitted to them. | 
It is a certain Proof, that that Man is not fit for 
the Duties of a public Station, who thinks upon it 
only as a Place of Profit or Honour, without a ſe- 
rious Conſideration of the Weight and Burden of 
it. For, tho' ſuch Rewards may be his Encourage- 
ment, to accept of any Truft, yet (as this Affair 
has the Nature of a Compact, implicit at leaſt) he 
ought to conſider he receives them as Wages, for 


— 
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ſome Service he is to do for his People, by the. 
Office he ſuſtains. And that, as he hath this Truſt 
committed to him, by God in his Providence, ſo 


that he hath hereby a Talent put into his Hands, 
which God expects an Account of the Improvement 


of, | 


38 


However then, ſuch may not be accountable to 
Men, yet ſhould they ſadly think of it, that they 
muſt hereafrer account with the Judge of all the 
Earth, what Service they have done for God and 
his People. For tho' we ſay of ſuch with thePſal- 
maſt, Plal. 82. 6. I have ſaid, Ne are Gods: and all of 
vou are Children of the moſt High: By which awful 
Titles, we'guard that Duty andReverence we owe 
to them, while they are in their Stations: Yet 
ſhould all ſuch think with themſelves, according 
to that in the 7.v. That. they ſhall die likeMen. Their 
diſtinguiſhing Honours will not ſecure them from 
that Death which is their Lot, becauſe they are 
Men: And then ſhall they be equal with others, 
and upon a level with them in the Grave; diveſted 
of all the honourable Badges and Titles of the ir 
Offices; and alike liable to the impartial Exami- 
nation and Sentence of the laſt Tribunal: And if 
they f have done wrong in their Adminiſtration, that 
tbey ſhall receive for the wrong which they have done, 


and that there is no Reſpect of Perſons.” 


3. Muſt thoſe, who have the Power of deſigning 
others to Places of public Truſt, have a peculiar 
Regard to their Integrity and Religion, hence we 
learn, Such ought themſelves to. be Men of theſe Qua- 


lities. 


The wiſe Man tells us, If Ruler bearken to 


— 


+ 3 Col. 23. Proy. 29. 12. Wr 2 
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Ties, ail bis Servants are wicked. i. e. * If he be 


pleaſed with Flattery, or have any Delight in the 
Practice of Deſign and Falſhood, all bis Servants are 
wicked. For ſuch an one will have little «Regard 
to ſuch as are Men of Integrity, nor make choice 
of them for his Officers. Beſides, the Example of 
ſuch an one will directly tend to the Corruption of 
ſuch, as by their Poſt and Station, are oblig d to 
pleaſe him. But when ſuch are themſelves Men 


ot Integtity and Religion, then their Reſolution 


will be according to that of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 10 r. 
6. Mine Eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the Land, that 
they may dull with me: He that walketh in & perfect 
way, be ſhall ſerve me. | | | 


4. If thoſe who have the Power of deſigning o- 
thers to Places of Truſt, ſhould have a Regard to 
their Integrity and Religion, hence learn, They 
ought to know them; in {ome manner, either Perſo- 
nally, or in ſome other manner, to be ſatisfied they 
are ſuch as may be confided in. 11.9 

Tho the diſcerning of Spirits, which was an ex- 


+ traordinary Gift to the primitive Church, and 


was a Fruit of the divine Inſpiration ; whereby the 


Hearts of Men were diſcover d: As the Hypocriſy 


of Ananias, dilcoyer'd by Peter. Acts 3. The Faith 
of the impotent Man at Lyfra, diſcovered by 
Paul, At#s 14. I ſay, Though this extraordi- 
nary Gift hath long ſmce cealed, and we can- 
not pretend to know the Heart; yet by a nice 
and curious Obſervation of the Manners and 
Actions of Men, we may make a ſhrewdConjecture 
how much they are to be truſted : Which kind of 
Sagacity is very requiſite to ſuch as are in Places 
of ſuperior Power, who are to deſign others to Of- 
fice. But this requires a perſonal Knowledge, 
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which 
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which indeed is the moſt full and perfect, and al- 


ways rather to be choſen by ſuch as communicate 
to others, any Part of their Rule and Authority: 
But as this is oftentimes impoſſible, ſo are ſuch then 
to be judged: of, according to their general Cha- 
racter. Such was the Care taken by Moſe; in his 
Appointment} of others to Office. Deut. 1. ap 1 
took Men known, and made them Heads ever g. Tha 
is, ſuch as by their general Character were look d 
on as Men fit for that Stat ion in the Government, 
which he had aſſign d them to. a 
When, then, there is not this perſonal Knowledge, 
and their Character is various; the next wiſeſt 
Thing is to conſider the Qualities of ſuch as vouch 
for them For that Men will (generally ſpeaking) 
recommend ſuch as are like themſelves: And the 
Man of Integrity and Uprightneſs of Heart will 
ſeldom ſollicite, much leſs will be a Sponſor, for a 
Man of Falſhood and Deceit. For it is the great - 
eſt Abuſe of thoſe in Authority, and deſerves their 
higheſt Reſentment, when Men, from their own lit- 


tle and private Views and Defigns, have the Im- 


pudence to recommend to any Place of Truſt and 
Importance, ſuch unqualified Perſons. 


5. If ſuch as are deſign'd toplaces of public Truſt : 


ſhould be Men of Religion, then they muſt be [ſuch as 
have à reverential Regard to the public Worſhip of God. 


It is true, a Man may pretend the higheſt Reve- 
rence for the public Worſhip and Honour of God ; 
and, as we have heard, make the moſt exact Pro- 
feſſion of Religion; and yet have none at all: For 
the Kingdom of Heaven, in Mens Heart, cometh not 
with Obſervation. Not the keeneſt Search will diſ- 
cover the Hearts of Men, which ly hid to allCrea- 
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tures, and ate diſceverable only by him before an 
all Things are naked and open. But the the higheſt 
external Reverence, and the ſtricteſt Profeſſion, 
will not prove Religion in the Heart, yet it will 
Hold negatively, That he that hath no Reverence 
for the ſocial, public Honour of God, is certainly 
not a Man of true Religion. For as the Man of 
Religion hath the Honour and Glory of God al- 
ways near his Heart, ſo he will certainly endea- 
vour to advance and promote it by all his Actions: 
And therefore, as he will gladly Covenant with 
God, 1n an explicit Manner, ſo will he continually 
wait upon him to do him reverence: in his Heule, 
when the Multitudes come, up there to keep holy Day. 


It is neceſſary then, that the Man in a public 
Station ſhould be a Man of reverential Regard to 
the ſocial Worſhip & Honour of God in the World: 
For that, as the Externals of Religion are under his 
Guard and Protection ſo will he be very ſlack both 
in promoting and executing the Laws that ſupport 
them, when himſelf is a Delinquent. 


And here, as to our committing theGuard of the 


Externals of Religion to fuch as are of own man- 
ner of Profeſſion, which is tho't by many to be 
moſt expedient, I ſay; That tho' every Man ought 
to enjoy the Rights of a good Subject, that is one; 
notwithſtanding his particular Sentiments of- Re- 
ligion, where the Principles of that Religion do 
not tend to the Deſtruction of his Loyalty and O- 
bedience : And tho' it be abhorrent to chriſtian 
Charity to 1magine,trucReligion is confin'd to ſuch 
as are of our own Mode of Profeſſion: Yet, when 
we think it moſt wiſe to cheofe rather to commit 
the Care of theſe religious Privileges (which we 
eur ſelves think tend moſt of all others to advance 
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Proſeſſion with our ſelves, we cannot be ſairly fault- 
ed by ſuch as are yer molt ready to blame us for it 
unleſs they acknowledge, it would be tor the Inte- 
reſt and Welfare of our Nation, that their Te# and 

1 


Corporation Acts ſhould be repeal d. 


6. We learn from what we have heard, That ſuch 


4s are in a public Station, ſhould be Men of good Morals, 
T $4 ' $-- / 


As he that profeſleth Religion never ſo exactly, 
may be without the Religion of the Heart, ſo it is 
very certain that he may be ſo too, that is very 
exact in his external, moral Behaviour toward Men. 
But yet, when we have gone this length, when we 
have had a ſtri& Regard to the Externals of Reli- 
gion, and the goed Life and Morals of. him that ib 
to wear a public Character, we can go no further. 
Then have we done all that God requires of us in 
that Affair, ſo tar as Religion is concern d in it; 
and muſt leave the Event to God. 


Such an one as this, our Charity obliges us to 
think a Man of Religion; and ſuch an one, whe- 
ther he be one of true vital Piety or not, yet will 
generally ſtand upon theSide of Religion & Vertue. 


But the Man of bad Morals is the leaſt of all fit 
for a public Station; for as he that is in ſuch a 
Poſt, hath both the Religion and the Morals of a 
People, very much under his Care and Direction, ſo 
he needs all poſſible Obligations to bind him to diſ- 
charge faithfully that Truſt committed to him, be- 
cauſe in theſe Intereſts are included all the Happi- 
neſs and Weltare of any People; ſo he that hath 
the Ties of Conſcience upon him, lies under the 
ſtrongeſt Bonds poſſible, to the Performance of his 


Duty. 
But 


228 


en. 


But the immoral Man cannot have the Face to 
pretend he acts upon a Principle of Conſcience, 
becauſe he declares by his generalLife, that be Fears 
not God, nor Regards Man. | | 


Wich how ill a Grace muſt he pretend to act up- 
on a Principle of Integrity and Uprightneſs, who 
is a Man of known Fallacy and Deceit? Is he fit to 
puniſhProphanity & Irreligion, whoſe raſn Tongue 
itſelf, often flies in his Maker's Face? Is he a pro- 
per Perſon to puniſh Intemperance, who is himſelf 
a Drunkard? Or how can he diſcourageLewdneſs, 
who is a Man of inſatiable Luſt and Debauchery ? 
And ſhall he pretend to diſcountenance Theft,Un- 
righteouſneſs and Injuſtice, who is himſelf guilty 
of cheating and defrauding. his Nei'bour,. or rob- 
bing the Public, which is the worſt Theft and In- 
juſtice ? Or how can he that is in tac Legiſlature, 
have any Zeal in promoting and enacting any 
wholeſome Laws againſt theſe Vices, when he 
knows himſelf ſhall be continually liable to the 
Sanctions of them? 


7. And Laſtly, From what we have heard of na- 


- tural Integrity, we learn, That that Diſpoſaion will 


be 4 valuable Addition to the religious Qualifications we 
bave recommended. 


For aMan of ſuch a Diſpoſition will more eaſily, 
or rather with leſs Difficulty, be perſwaded to act 
thole ſeveral Duties, Which we have conſider d as 
neceſlary to a Station of public Truſt; while the 
Man of a different Byaſs, will find it much harder 
to bind himſelf to an uniform Practice of that Cou- 
rage, Truth and . which yet are the pro- 
per Fruits and Effects of true Religion. 1 
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For tho the Deſign and Intent of Religion, be 
to correct all the Diſorders and Depravitics of the 
Soul, yet that Diſorder and Error that we are na- 


turally moft inclin d unto, or that Sin which doth: 


therefore moſt eafily beſet us, will be the laſt correc- 
ted; or at leaſt, ſuch a Diſpoſition will be always 
apt to diſcover itſelf, in ſome Meaſure, in our Ac- 
tions, however the Heart may be truly ſanctified. 


So have I ſometimes obſery'd, ſuch as have net 
only had a Name forkeligion, but ſuch as by their 
223 Courſe of Life, according to their ſtrict 

rofeſſion, are well intitled to our Charity: yet ha- 
ving a natural Lurch to Cunning and Intrigue, 
have ſometimes made ſuch Breaches upon their 


Uprightneſs, as a Man of natural Integrity would 


have been aſham'd of. And tho' afterwards they 


themſelves were ſo too, and have had their Souls 


humbled for it; yet by ſuch their Diſſimulation 
have they not only diſnonour d Religion, but great- 
I hurt the Cauſe they wete intruſted with. | 


a 


But then, tho' Roigign teaches and influences, 
« 


produceth and binds faſt upon us, that Integrity 
we have been ſpeaking of, yet it is not what the 


World commonly calls Religion, that doth this. 


We commonly call him a religious Man, That as 
he makes Proteſſion of it, ſo his general Life is a- 
greable to ſuch his Profeflien ; and we ean tax him 
with ne Immorality ſcarce; for that as to any Thing 


we can diſcover, he generally keeps 4 Conſcience void 


of Offence towards Cod and towards Man: This we 
call a Man of Religion, and we ought to call him 
fo, for we ought to think him ſo : But if after all 


this he be nor ſo, as it is certain this may be the, 
Cale, notwithſtanding our ſevereſt Scrutiny, for; 


that true Religion is 1nviſible, and a Thing of the 
| * Fear, 
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Heart, the Knowledge of which is the Prerogative 
of God alone? And then, the Actions of ſuch a Man 


are not done in Purity of Conſcience, and from a. 
ſincere Regard to his Duty rowardGod'; And then, 


(it is evident) he has not thoſe Ties'and Obliga- 


tions upon him, which he had depended upon; 
and therefore may looſe himſelf fram all the Bonds 
of his outward Proſeſſion, upon ſome large ſecular 


Advantage he may have in View. 


And ſuch a Man is certainly leſs to be depended 


upon, than he that hath that natural Inclination to 


Honeſty & Uprightneſs, as we have before deſcrib'd 
it. Upon the whole, it is evident, that this natu- 
ral Diſpoſition to Uprightneſs and Steadineſs, will 


add to ourReaſons for depending upon him that is, 


beſides, a Man of Religion and Virtue. 


T ſhould now Conclude, but that the Reverence 
and Veneration I bear them, bids me firſt make an 
humble Addreſs of what I have ſaid, to the FA- 
THERS of my Country: 


T0 YOUR EXCELLENCY, our Goyernour 


and Commander in Chief, the Honourable Board 


of Councellors, (by whom I have been order d to ſtand 


bere to Day) and to the Honourable Houſe of Re- 
preſentattves. | 


- = 
For with YOU in. general, (my FATHERS) 
hes the Power of appointing: to every public Sta- 
tion, wherher-Civil or Military: And your joint 
Province it is this Day, to elect and confirm (ac- 
cord ing to the Privileges of theRoyal Charter) the 
particular Perſons of which, one Branch of curLe- 
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The eternal God * whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſting 
Kingdom, and his Dominion from Generation, to Gene- 
ration, who not only appoints the ſupream Govyer- . 
nours of tht Nations, but alſo, by, his holy Pro- 


vidence, deſigns and marks out, every one that is 


ſubordinate. to them, to their ſeveral Stations, hath 


given You the ſeveral Offices You ſuſtain ; and 
thereby hath committed a great & important Truſt 


into your Hands: Even all the valuable Intereſts 


of this People of God are committed to your Care, 


whether they be Military, Civil or Religious: And 
as theſe ſeveral Intereſts. will be promoted and ad- 
vanced, or otherwiſe, according to the Behaviour 


of thoſe. whom you appoint to the ſeveral Places 


of Truſt in the Government: So it becomes 

our Duty to God and to this People, to fill the 
everal public Offices with ſuch Men as are beſt 
qualified for them, and moſt able to anſwer the 
Truſt repoſed in them; and therefore that thoſe 
principal Qualicies for ' theſe Stations, which we 
have inſiſted on, namely, Integrity and Religion, 
ſhould be moſt of all regarded. ty 


T hat as you appoint over the People, able Men; 
Men of Knowledge & Wiſdom, ſo that they ſhonld 
eſpecially be ſuch as have the Welfare and beſt In- 


tereſts of this 1 Nee their Hearts: Such as ac- 


cording to your Wiſdom, and politicalsagacity, you 
diſcern to be Men of Steadineſs, Truth and Virtue; 


Such alſo as are Men of true Religion, and a pure 


and upright Conſcience, who will, of all others, be 
moſt likely to anſwer all the Ends of Government: 
Whom the People will moſt willingly obey, and ac- 
cording to whoſe good Example, they will be in- 
fluenc d to form their Conduct and Behaviour; and 
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who, by their wiſe Deportment, will refe# back 
upon you, a great deal of that Honour with which 
they ſhine, by your direct Influence upon them: 
Such allo as will always make their Conſtituents 

moſt eaſy, while they bear no Complaints of their 
Male-Adminiſtration, but are from Time to Time 
refreſn d and delighted with the Accounts of their 
Truth and Fidelity. 


For theſe Qualities, as we have Heard, will ena- 
ble a Man to do the Duties of every Station he ſu- 
ſtains, and that whether Civil or Military. 


- * YOUR: EXCELLENCY, as Captain General, 
Will have no Reaſon to repent your Favours to an 
Officer thys endowed ; for that,Courage and a wiſe 
Conduct, is the natural Produce of theſe Qualities : 

As ſuch an one thercfore will not raſhly proceed to 
Act on, where he hath little or no probability of 
gucceſs ; but will Fore-caſt all his Deſigns with 
Wiſdom andCaution, fo will he execute them with | 
Firmneſs and Steadineſs: And when in the high * 

_ Places of the Field, he fights with Spirit and Bra- | 1 
very, becauſe he thinks it. his Duty. And all the 

empty Notions of Honour, which are commonly 

cho't good Reaſoys for being prodigal of Life, are 
but Madneſs in compariſon with theMotives which 
the religious Man acts upon: And there is no ſuch 

Foundation for Intrepidity and Courage, as an upright 

Heart. 8 

u, If we conſider this Officer, as concern d 

wien the Wages and Subſiſtence of his Men: Inte- 

grity andReligion will be a ſure defence againſt all 
raud and Deceit ; here will be no Danger of ſalie 

Muſter-Rolls, and charging the Public with Wages 

that were never earn d; but ſuch an one will fol- 

low that Advice to the Souldiers, given by Jahn 
; 1 0 | Baptiſt, 
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Ba fs * Do violence to mo Man, neither uccuſe any 
folk ly, and be content with your Wages. . 


Again, If you ſhall conſider the public Officer, 
as in a civil Poſt and Station, and that whether in 
the legiſlative or executive Part of the Govern- 
ment; theſe Qualities, we. have inſiſted on, are his 
Strength, his Beauty and Ornament. X 


Conſider him as one U We Judges of his Peo- 
ple, and how awſul 1s he in the Execution of his 
Truſt; the Malefactor trembles before him, as ſe- 
verely Juſt and Righteous; knowing that he will 
not forgive, when it is his Duty to puniſh ; and that 
he will by no means clear the Guilty. 


And on the other Hand, what Joy do the In- 
jur' d and Oppreſled conceive from theſe Qualities, 
when they come before him for Judgment: For 
ſuch an one acts like Fob, that perfect and upright 
Man, when he ſat in the Seat of judgment; and 

like him Will have the Satisfaction of an happy Re- 
flection upon his judicial Actions, as being done in 
Truth and Uprightneſs, when he ſaith wich him, F 
I delivered the Poor that Cried, aud the Fatherle(s, and 
bim that bad none to help him. . Tae Bleſſing of him that 

| Was ready to periſh, came upon me : and | cauſed the 
Widow's Heart to ſing for Foy. I was Eyes to the Blind, 
and Feit was te the Lame. I was aFather to the Poor: 

and the Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out. And 1 
brate the Taws of the Wicked, and plucked the Spoil aut 
of his Teeth. 


* Luke 3. 19. f Job 29. 12, 13. 4 
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this Integrity andReligion gives him ſuch a Luſtre, 
as is incompatible to the brighteſt natural Qualities, 
the largeſt Knowledge, and the moſt ſagacious W iſ- 
dom, when they are in the leaſt ſhaded with Fal- 
lacy and Craft. | | 


As ſuch a Man will have a Zeal for God, ſo will 
he maniteſt it in his public Capacity, by a conti- 
nual Concern for tke Advancement of his Glory, 
and the perpetual Diſcountenance of Vice and Im- 
morality. Hence, he is ſtudious in deviſing, and 
active in promoting, ſuch Laws as are neceflary in 


theſe Regards, 


le hath the civil Liberties and Privileges of his 
People always upon his Mind, nor patiently bears 


any Appearance of the leaſt Infringement of 


them. Such an one will appear in all his Actions 
at that Board, with Courage and Reſolution ; 
and is not ſo ſolicitous to know, whether his 
Votes and Debates there, be agreable, either to the 
Chair, or to ſuch as have Elected him to that Sta- 
tion, ag whether they will iſtue in the Weal and Be- 
nefit oF his People: Neither will he ever look up- 
on the Nomination of any Officer at the Board, as 
Having any Claim to his affirmative Voice, unleſs 


he thinks him qualified for ſuch a Truſt. 


And inaſmuch, as the Conſtitution of all civil 
Officers, lies very much with that honourableBoard, 
it is therefore highly neceſlary, that they ſhould be 
Men of Integrity and Religion, who will certainly 
be the moſt likely to keep thoſe out, of any public 


Truſt, that want thoſe Qualities, which they them- 


{clves have the greateſt Regard to. 


Moreover, 
\ 4 
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Moreover, As it is always the Advantage of the 
Adminiſtration, that the ſeveral Branches of the 
Legiilature ſhould act freely, without any influen- 
tial Byals, from the other Part of it: And as the 
particular Perſons that compoſe this Part of the 
Legiſlature, depend upon the other Two: for their 
Exiſtence : That they may nevertheleſs act inde- 
pendently and freely, 1t 18 neceſſary they ſhould 
act upon a Principle of Conlcience,.and therefore 
ſhould be Men of Integrity and Religion. | 

Beſides, Theſe Qualities will very much free 
them from a great deal of Trouble and Uneafinels, 
which they ate always liable to, from the very na- 
ture of the Conſtitution of this Government: For 
that, as the ot her Parts of the Legiſlature do not al- 
ways agree, ſo the Man of Artifice and Inſincerity, 
that more values his Seat at that Board, than the 
Intereſt of his People, will be oftentimes { notwith- 
ſtanding all his Art of Diſſimulation) in the utmoſt 
Perplexity how to act, ſo as to e the one, An 
not offend the other. 5 | 

But as the Man of Integrity actos not © theſe Ends | 
in view, but rather the Satisfaction of his ownCor\« 
ſcience, in theſe his public Actions: He will be at 


no loſs with himſelf, but ſpeak the Sentiments of his 


Mind freely, & act in the Uprightneſs of his Heart; 
believing it will be his Honour, if he be after ward 
either neglecked or por d upon, for hisSteadinels and 
Sincerity. 


Upon the whole, Sufter me, m 0925 FATHERS 5, or 
I ſpeak. in the Name of God) luffer me to inſiſt up- 
on it as your abſolute Duty and as you will anſwer 
it to the Judge-of all the Earth, to appoint to the 
Offices ot public Concern, ſuch are endowed with 
. thoſe Qualities we have o much inſiſted on 

, Particularly, 


= {| Ifai. Go. 17. Lai. 1. 26; 
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Particularly, That you unite in the ſtrongeſt En- 


deavours, that the Electors this Day may have a 


peculiar Regard to them; That the honourable Board 
ſhould conſiſt of Men of Integrity, and Religion; who as 
they have very much the Guard cf the royal Prero- 

ative, as well as the Care of the Intereſts and Pri- 
Tiled: of the People, ſo will have a juſt and up- 
rightRegard to them both: which very much tends 
to eſtabliſh the Peace and Quiet of the Adminiſtra- 
tion. f So ſhall our Officers be Peace, and our Exattors 
Righteouſneſs. So ſhall our Fudges be as' at the firſt, 
and eur Counſellors as at the beginning, and we called the 
the City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City. 


And now, may the God of Truth and Faithful- 
neſs, the God of Peace and Love, ſo influence the 
Affairs of this Day, that all ſiniſter Views and De- 
ſigns being laid aſide, there may be ſuch an happy 

nanimity, in the ſeveral Elections, as ſhall make 
a large Acceſſion to the Joys of this Day of the 
Gladneſs of our Hearts. 
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